76
 To Henry Fox
 '[1756
Had you stayed, I should have had no rule for my behaviour in Parliament, but in doing whatever you did. As that is not to be the case, I must intreat that you will leave me your commands. Let me but know how you wish me to act and vote, and I shall obey it. I have too mean an opinion of myself to think I can be of service to you, but I shall be proud of showing that it is the ability not the inclination that is wanting.
• Should you be unwilling to give me any directions in writing, I shall be as ready to obey the least hint that you send me at any time by any person that you trust most. I hope you have many friends that can do you more honour j you have none more unalterably attached to you than Your most faithful,
and obedient humble servant, H. W.3
3 Fox's reply to this letter is preserved in the Waller Collection:— Deo. 5. 1766.
MY DEAR HORI,
I can never sufficiently thank you for your very kind letter, and am glad Lord Hilsborough put my journey in so much, a more serious light than it deserves, since it produced it. It is true that I go two days sooner than I intended, to avoid expostulations which Sir William Temple observes may do •well between lovers, but never between friends. But my remaining out of town longer or less while, shall be determined by the occasion there may be for my appearance in the House of Commons. Indeed I foresee none, and rather think my situation when I am there will be awkward, and therefore believe I shall stay 5 or 6 weeks. But no design is more changeable than this. If you have any thoughts arise against it, I beg you would oblige me with them in a letter left with the porter here, I shall move so
 from place to place, that unless I knew the very day you would write I can't send you my direction. The mention of Sir William Temple puts me in mind of the likelihood there is that my political life may soon end like his in total retirement. If it does I'll write memoirs too, if not frighten'd from it, by thinking that the just characters I should give and the true facts I should relate, would be such as might make the readers think than an uneasy and disappointed mind exaggerated them.
At the close of this letter you won't expect any wishes from me of what your conduct should be in Parliament, other than what I am sure it will be whenever there is opportunity of showing that you are my friend, which is a very great honour and happiness, and the greater because you are not, like some men, everybody's.
Your ever oblig'd H. Fos.

